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Data Privacy & Cybersecurity Advocate Announces Run for Rensselaer County Clerk

Justan Foster of North Greenbush has announced his campaign for Rensselaer County Clerk.

“Friends, we are fortunate despite being in the middle of a pandemic to be where we are today.
Our communities, our determination, our willingness to work together and try something new is
what got us this far. But today marks a new challenge. We stand at a pivot point in our history
where business as usual is no longer an option. Not everyone is ready for that reality—a reality
that leaders are facing across the world, not just Rensselaer County.

Right now, we have a clear choice before us: think big or be left behind. We have an opportunity
to set Rensselaer County as an example for how government can earn every dollar demanded of
its residents while exceeding their expectations. We need to move from a posture of reacting and
responding and start leading and setting standards that change lives.

Government shouldn’t be about picking winners and losers based on who has connections. It
should be about creating a playing field on which everyone has an opportunity to succeed.

When I look at the talent, vitality, and determination that the people of Rensselaer County have
to offer, I see the need for a government that values those gifts as well as the time and effort
invested by those in need of services. It is my goal to make services offered by the County Clerk
convenient and accessible to everyone, to foster collaboration and opportunity for the business
community, and to make our corner of New York State the leader in accountability and efficiency
when it comes to tax dollars spent.

If this campaign achieves little more than causing the current system to examine itself and better
meet the needs of residents, then we have already won. It shouldn’t take a challenge like a
pandemic or mounting a political campaign to move the needle on delivering common sense
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solutions that provide that fair chance or level playing field, but here we are and here we will
stay if nothing changes.

Thank you for your time and willingness to be here and listen to my vision for this county and its
residents. I look forward to working with all of you to foster opportunity for all in Rensselaer
County.”

Justan holds a Master’s in Cybersecurity, Data Privacy, Financial Compliance, and Risk
Management from Albany Law School, and is a graduate of the University at Albany and
Columbia-Greene Community College. Foster works as an analyst for the NYS Department of
Motor Vehicles where he focuses on improving efficiency and transparency while teaching
offices how to better use their technology. Foster is a Trustee for Camp Fowler in Lake Pleasant,
NY, and has served as a music director for several area churches. Foster, 30, lives in North
Greenbush with his wife, the Rev. Paige Convis.

Foster’s priorities in office:

● To provide the ability to conveniently schedule appointments for any transaction that
requires an in-person visit while expanding virtual and off-site services.

● Enable small businesses to avoid unnecessary trips to start or maintain their enterprise, as
well as connect organizations to opportunities both inside and outside of the county.

● Increase transparency through open publication of county data and guide residents and
business owners to beneficial resources.

● Engage HVCC in a mutually beneficial partnership to include passionate students in
technology projects and innovative opportunities within our communities.

Endorsements

Gwen Wright, Candidate for Rensselaer County Executive:

“Justan possesses the determination and attention to service we need to set Rensselaer County as
the standard by which NYS builds back better and becomes forward looking—instead of saying
‘that’s how we have always done this’. He is the most qualified person to seek the office and will
provide opportunity to those who have been ignored and unheard for far too long.”

Joshua Sabo, Chair of the North Greenbush Democratic Committee:

“At one point, the chief qualification of a County Clerk was their handwriting ability. If COVID
has proven anything, it is that we need someone that has the vision and technological skills
necessary to improve delivery of services to everyone. Justan Foster is the right person at the
right time.”

Michael Monescalchi, Chair of the Rensselaer County Democratic Committee

“Justan Foster believes that public records are the backbone of an accountable and transparent
government. As Rensselaer County Clerk, Justan will lead an office that is customer friendly,
utilizes technological advances to increase office efficiencies and improves public access to
records.”

Foster has been endorsed by the Rensselaer County Democratic Committee, the Working
Families Party, and Rensselaer County Women for Change.


